“A Garden of Peace”
Keynote address given at the Hungarian Cultural Garden Rededication Ceremony on August 24, 2008, on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the formal dedication of the Garden

By Lél F. Somogyi
Welcome ladies and gentlemen, friends and guest! Kedves Magyar testvéreim!
Imagine you are in Hungary, in Budapest, walking in Buda on Castle Hill

You have climbed up the hillside park steps and now
You are walking around the area of the Royal Palace

Looking out over the city, the Danube and the bridges.

You see the formal circular garden on the Buda side of the Lánc bridge.

You are reminded of the Hungarian Cultural Garden, which embodies the same elements of design, taken from the best concepts of the 18th and 19th centuries.

Design of the Hungarian Garden
Landscape of our Garden is compact, opulent and formal

Focal point is reflecting pool and fountain

Architecture highlighted by low walls, geometric walks with inlays and patterns

Extensive use of brick, stone, and even some marble

Rich plantings of hawthorn, yew, azaleas and linden trees existed in garden

On my left is statuary lane, designed for at least 11 busts and plaques.

Who designed the garden? 

References in some books are made to the “Hungarian” architects and designers
The truth is it seems it was designed by a committee. At the dedication in 1938, no one or group of individuals from Hungary or Cleveland are recognized for the actual design of the garden masonry or landscaping
The program lists the architect of the garden as Harold Atkinson, the well known and respected Landscape Architect at this time of the Cleveland City Parks Department 
What makes the Garden Hungarian?

Truly it is the wrought-iron gateway, designed in the tradition of the Austro-Hungarian estates

Meaning behind gateway –“The gate is the heart” of the garden

Donated by what is known today as Willliam Penn, the Verhovay Kapu, or gate, was constructed with donations from American Hungarian community

Its design elements with roses and wreaths recall the formal Hungary
It is not a Székely Kapu. The Garden gate is open, not closed; metal not wood; inspired by Austria and the West, and not the east or Transylvania. The Szekely association would come later.
What was the reason for the Garden
Started gardens in the decade after WWI, the great war, in a time of hoped for World Peace
The first gardens were the Hebrew and German in 1926

Progress continued slowly and then stopped due to the Great Depression of 1929
Hungarians were at the height of their influence in Cleveland politics and society in the early 1930’s. Working together with the Rockefellers and city they found ways to use government funds to build the gardens.

The United Hungarian Societies spearheaded the effort.

The Garden was built using WPA funds, using people and resources from the government, not from the American Hungarian community
Since in 1933 31% of labor force of 500,000 in Cleveland were jobless, the gardens were a great way to give work to many who needed it.
A lot of government funds were spent on the garden. 

Over this 70 year period annual inflation is over 4% per year. Therefore $1.00 in 1938 had about the same buying power as $15.15 in 2008.  

Cost of the garden: 
The Hungarian Committee spent about $46,000 by 1937. They raised an additional $5000 or so for the gateway. To put this in perspective, in 2008 dollars, this translates to a total of at least $768,000, of mostly government money. The community portion in 2008 dollars is $79,000 of this amount.

[By 1936 the Hungarian Committee has spent $28,000, which in 2008 is worth $426,000.  
By 1937 they spent another $17,377.00, which in 2008 is worth over $263,000.  
Then they raised another $5,187.00, which in 2008 is worth around $79,000.00. 
Thus, in effect they spent at least $768,000, mostly of government money, to build the Hungarian Cultural Garden. Source: Hungarians in America - Az Amerikai Magyarság Aranykönyve (Cleveland, Ohio: Published by Szabadság - Hungarian Daily, 1941), p. 47.  It was introduced by Zoltán Gombos and prefaced by John Körösföy.]
The people behind the Garden

Judges and politicians, professors and executives

American Hungarians - 32 community and Hungarian organizations representing the Hungarian colony, as it was termed then.
There were 15,000 who attended 1938 ceremony, according to Szabadsag headlines. Other reporting was exaggerated. A Cleveland history book from 1950 says 5000 were in the procession and 25,000 attended. Other sources even go as high as 60,000.
This is a “Garden of Culture” and a “Garden of Peace”

The land was dedicated with a relief plaque honoring Franz Liszt in 1934.

For the next 4 years, the garden was built out, slowly, with WPA workers.

The Hungarian community made it their own with the design and dedication of the Verhovay Gate, built from the donations of American Hungarians
Dedication of the Verhovay Gate in 1938 (and formal dedication of the Garden) 
After the dedication, nothing happened with the Garden. Why?

Tensions were already rising in Europe.

Hitler had already occupied Austria in March 1938. By September 1938, Hungary was in the middle of it all, on the wrong side. By November 1938, Hungary was heavily committed to what turned out to be the wrong side of the conflict. 

In America, alarm rose against the nationalities.

The Hungarians here could not do much and their influence quickly decreased.

Let’s jump forward.
Flagpole - 1941


After the war and after the 1940’s before anything else happens.

Honoring poets, with a national flavor and focus on the language



Imre Madách – 1950 (The Tragedy of Man)

Endre Ady – 1954 (20th Century Petőfi)

Final activity in 1956 - Honoring the intellectual
Prof Joseph Reményi – 1956 (Prof, writer, poet and lecturer, interpreter of life and beauty, “Man carries with himself immortality”)


Other plans were never realized.

Garden went from Exquisite Garden Gem into Stagnation and Utter Neglect

It was – a sparkling star for just a brief few months – in 1938, on that day of July 10

1940’s – quickly forgotten due to the war because Hungary was on the side of the enemy


1950’s – in the early 1950’s it was already run down and neglected – even before I was born in 1954


Then came the 1960’s – riots, and huge change in society

From the 1970’s through 2000 – the Garden was a no-man’s land, mostly forgotten, avoided and no longer of interest to the Hungarian community.

The Future plans were never realized - There were “Future plans” for the adornment of the Hungarian Garden with busts

There were 11 pedestals in place for planned busts, that never came to be
“To honor famous Hungarians who have contributed to both national Hungarian and to universal culture,” specifically:
Sandor Petofi, who wrote some of Hungary's greatest national poetry
Janos Arany, arguably the greatest Hungarian lyrist, an epic genius, and grand master of the Hungarian language

Mor Jokai, a popular, stunningly insightful, romantic novelist 
Farkas Bolyai, world-class mathematician 
Ignac Semmelweis, medical genius advancing the state of the art  
Mihaly Munkacsy, the world-renowned landscape and portrait artist, painter of amazingly unique historical subjects, including the famous "Milton Dictating Paradise Lost to his Daughters"
Bela Bartok, the consummate collector of Hungarian songs and composer of operatic, choral, symphonic, vocal, violin and piano works, in whose last string quartets there has been discovered a close spiritual kinship with those of Beethoven.”

Rededication and revitalization


There was a rebirth and reawakening – early 2000’s


Actions of the Cultural Garden Federation

People like Ernie Mihaly, who kept the Garden alive and spent his own time on it.
All of the committee members and the supporting organizations and individuals.

Now, we are starting over at 70

Energy to preserve, and to improve

Plans to realize the potential of the garden

We are planning ahead for the 75th anniversary

Vital message, especially in a world filled with the threat of terrorism and the possible military and political resurgence of Russia and the Cold War.

The message of “A Garden of Peace” is truly vital to us today.

We thank you for your support.

About the speaker:

Mr. Lél F. Somogyi has written numerous articles on Hungarian history and culture over the last 35 years. His work has been published by Cleveland State University and Columbia University, among others. In the mid-1970’s, he was coauthor of the book “Faith & Fate: A Short Cultural History of Hungary.” His article on “Hungarian Cultural Contributions” detailing the contribution of Hungarians to the cultural mosaic of the world is part of the ClevelandMemory.org material on Hungarians and Their Communities in Cleveland. For the last decade he has edited and been the editor of the Krónika, an annually published 300+ page book of collected articles in Hungarian and English on culture, history, political science and technological topics published by the Hungarian Association and the Árpád Academy, of which he is director. Mr. Somogyi is also active in a number of other Hungarian organizations as well as being the editor and publisher of web sites for a number of organizations including the Cleveland Hungarian Scouts. In his professional career, he has served as a management consultant and the practice director of strategic planning for Ernst & Young, as well as being an information technology business entrepreneur working with companies in Hungary in the 1990’s. For the last decade he has served in various business technology management roles in Cleveland area manufacturing companies.  
